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» Purſcyants, our Sheriffes, inthat 
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omoging of the dive 

Jud hegpened of ne within —_ 


| (2 ) : T7 
kingdome, and for ſetling of a perfed peace in the 
church and common. wealth thereof, we were plea- 
ſed to cauſe indi a free generall aſſembly to bee - 
holden at: Glaſgow the one and twenticth of No- . 
vember laſt: And for our ſubjeRs their better content 
and aſſurance thar/ they ſhould be freed of all ſuch 
things as by their petitions and ſupplications given 
- into the Lords of our privie Councell, they"'ſeemed 
to be gricved at, We in ſome ſort preveened the 
aſſembly ,by diſcharging by our proclamation the 
ſervice book, book of canons, and highcommiſſion, 
freed and liberate our ſubjects from the practifin 
of the fivearticles, eximed all miniſters at their ent 
from giving any other oath then thatwhich is con- 
tained in the at of parliament; made all perſons 
both ecclefiaſticall and civill lyable tothe cenſure of 
Parliament , generall Aſſembly, or any other ju- 
-dicatorie-competent-,” according to the nature-of 
their offence : had declared allby-gone diſorders ab- 
ſolutely forgotten and forgiven :and laſt; for-ſecu- 
ring to all poſteritie the truth ang liberty of religion, 
did command the confeſſion, of faith , and band for 
maittenance thereof; and of authoritiein defence of 
theſame; ſubſcribed by our deare Father, and his 
houſhold anni 80.toberenewed and ſubſcribed 
again by our ſubjeRs here: And albeit that-this our 
gracious and pious command , in ſtead of obedience 
an{#ſubmiſſon, rancountred" open and pilblick oppo- 
ſition, and proteſtation againſt 'the ſame : And that 
they continued their daily and hourely guarding and - 
watching our Caftle of Edinburgh, ſaffering nothing 
tobe imported therein, bur at their diſcretion , ſtop- 
P10g 


T (3) | 
ing and - impeding aty importation of ammuniti- 
pos or other neceſlarics in to any of our 
- houſes within this kingdome: Denying. to us their 
ſoveraigne Lord that libertie and freedome , which 
"the meaneſt- of themi aſſume to themſelves (an a&t 
without precedent or examplein the chriſtian world) 
Like as they fpared not boldly and openly toconti- 
nue their conventions and councell tables of Nobi- 
litie, Gentrie, Miniſters and Burgeſſes -withinthe city 
of Edinburgh, where not regarding the lawes of the 
kingdome , without warrant of authority , they con- 
yeened, aſſembled, and treated upon matters, as well 
ecclefiaſticall as civill, ſent their injunctions and di- 
reRions throughout the countrey to their ſubordi- 
nate tables, and'other under miniſters appointed by 
them for that effkeRt. And' under colour and pretext 
of religion , exercing an unwarranted libertie, re- 
ired” obedience: to their  unlawfull and illega}l 
&rections ,'to: the ſeen prejudice of authority , 
and lawfull ' monarchicall government. And not- 
withſtanding *it was evidendly, manifeſt by the il- 
legalt and unformall courſe wen in the election of 
thecommilſioners for the aſſembly,whereof ſome of 
ther were under the cenſure of this church,ſome un- 
der the cenſure of the church of Ireland , ſome 
long fince baniſhed for open and avowed teaching 
egainſt monarchy, others of them-ſuſpended , and 
Hmeadmitted tothe miniſtery cdatrary to the form 
preſcribed by the lawes of this kingdome, others of 
them rebels,and atthe home,ſome of them confined, 
andall of them by oath and ſubſcription bound to 
the:oyerthrow of cpiſcopall government. _— 
pd a 3 O 


this and other their under-band working , and 
vite informarions and perfwafians , bave given juſ 
ground of ſuſpicion of their partialitic, and ſo made 
themſclyes unfit judges of what concerneth epiſce. . 
pacie. And als a ew I000 py ker ». 
remptory and 1 pracedures @f t ; 
Feties wiHia at their own hand by order of law, po 
without due forme of procelle , thruſt our modss 
rators lawfully eſtabliſhed, and placedothers, whom 
they found moſt inclinableto their turbulent b 
aſſociate to themſelves for chookng of the — 
fioners to the aſſembly , a laick elders out of cach pay 
riſh , who being in moſt places equall, if not moe jg 
numberthen the miniſtere, made:choice both of the 
minifters,, who ſhould be commiſſioners from the! 
presbyteries, as alſo of a laick elder, (which in timg | 
will prove to be of a dangerousconſequence, and ims 
port a heavic burden to the libertie of church and 
church men) being more directed therein by the wats 
rants of rhe foreſaid pretended tables, then by their 
own judgements , as al d by the ſeverall infirw 
Qionsſent from thaggy (far contrary tothe lawes.of 
this countrey , and Towable cuſtome of this church) 
ſome whereof were produced and _exhibit by au 
Commiſſioner, and publickly read : One whereof,di 
re& ” = ana eee hays Ted > presbyte&- 
rie, doth among many of os/, requize 
diligence, leſt ({aythey) by our own fillineſſe and 
CO IIED & faire an occaſion of our libert 
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-hetideof Parvaya. Is $TRUCTIONsS, AugUusT 27, 
feſt , containeth that theſe private inſtruftions ſhall 
bediſcovered to none, butto brethren well affeted 


tothe'cauſc : ſecondly, order muſt be taken,thatnone 
be choſen, ruling elders bur covenanters , and theſe 
well affeced tothe bulineſle : thirdly, thatwhere the 
miniſteris not well affected , the ruling elder be cho- 
ſen by the commiſſioners of the ſhire , and ſpoken 
wparticularly. for that effe& : fourthly, that they be 
carcfull/ that no'chappelmen, chaptermen, or a mini- 
ter juſtice of peace, be choſen, although covenan- 
ters, except they haye publickly renounced, or decla- 
kd the unlawfulnefle of their places : fifthly, that the 
_— come from. every church, in equall 

with the miniſters ; and if the miniſter op- 
pale,to put themſelves in poſleſſion, notwithſtanding 


Way appoliion : ſixthly, thatthe commiſſioner of 
of 


e-@anſe conyeen before him the ruling elder 
every kirk choſen before the day of the cleRi 

andenjoyn them upon their oath, thatthey give vote 
t0-none. but tothoſe who are named. already art the 
og Edinburgh: ſeventhly , that where there 
$anoblemaninthe bounds of the presbytery ,he be 
choſen, and where there is none, there be choſen a 
darron, or one of the beſt quality, and he anely a co- 
Yenamer : tighthly , that the abloſt manin every preſ- 
dyrery be provided to.diſpute de poreſtate ſuprems ma- 
firatus in Ecclefiaſticis, praſer tins in convocandis con- 
k,&s. Whereby it is moſt evident what prelimi- 


lus 
dns, indire@ and: partialt;courſes., and dangerous 
popu ke bene in he penn and 
to tus pretended ly. gt 
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(6) AI 
unlayfull doings ,although: we tad ſufficient reaſon | 
to have diſcharged the meeting of the ſaid aſſembly, - 
yet we were pleaſed patiently to attend the ſame, 
ſtill hoping that when they were met together wm 
preſenceofour Commiſſioner, and aſſiſtance of lore 
well affeed ſubjes', whowere to be there ;andby _ 
their own ſeeing the reall performance of what was | 
promiſed by our proclamation,they ſhould have been 
induced to return to the*due obedience of ſubjes; 
But when we perceived that their turbulent diſpofiti 
ons did increaſe,as was manifeft by their repairing to 
the ſaid pretended aflembly with great troups-and- I 
bandsof men,all boddinin fear of war,withguns;and 
piſtolets, contrary'to the lawes of thiskingdome;and 
in high contempt of our proclamation at Ediri | 
the 16.day of Novemberlaſt: Andalſobytheperets 


Jeory refufing to the aſſeſſors ; authorized by us 
hough fewer in number theti our deareſt Father 
in uſe to have)the power of voting in this aſſembly, 
as formerly they had done in all others, opetily aver 
ring that we ,nor our Commiſſioner”, had'ho furthet 
power there thenthe meaneſt commiſſiorier of thelt 


namber: and by their wg and unjuſt refifing,anl 


not ſuffering to be read the reaſons and argumentsp 
veninby'the biſhops,and heltdhcremtwro _— 
miſſioner, why they ought n6t to proceed tortheek- 
ion of a moderator,neitheryetto the trying atd'ad. 
mitting of rhe commiſſioners: , before—they--wete 
heard. though in our name they were carneſtly'e- 
red thereto by ouy Coininiſſioner? andinotwitls 
nding that our Cotnmiſſioner by warrant Frotn 
gaveinunder. his hand a ſufficient” declaration we 


> 
s 
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$ 
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þ that was contained-in our late proclamation, bearing 


likewayesour pleaſure of the regiſtration of the ſame 


in the books of aſſembly, for all aſſixaneeof the truth 
andpurity of religion to all our good fabjeds , as 
__ dothclearly by the declaraniorvie felfs where- 
- ofthetenor follows. The Kings Majeſty being infor- 


medthat many of his good ,ſubje&s have apprehend- 
ed that by the introducing of the ſervice book , and 
book of canons, the inbringirig of ſuperſtition hath 
beenintended, hath been graciouſly pleafed'ro dif- 
charge, like as by theſe he doth diſchargethe ſervice 


book, and book of canons, and the practice of them, 


and-either ofthem., and annulls and refcinds all acts 
efcouncell;:proclamations, and'other aQts and deeds 
whatſoever , thathave been made or publiſhed for 


— them, or cither of them, and declaresrhe 


be null, & to have no force nor effect in time 
uning The kings Majeſty, as he conceived, for the 
wſcand benefit of the ſubje@, eſtabliſhed the high 
commiſſion, that'thereby juſtice might be admini- 
frate; and thefaults and errours- of fuch perſons as 
gemade lyable thercto,caken order with;and puniſh- 
_— mit YA: ann / and teſſe open 
e. But finding his gracious intention t 

bs miſtaken, hath been pleaſed jen 7 , 
lksas by theſe he dothidiſcharge the ſame, and all 
afts and' deeds whatſoever made for eſtabliſhing 
thereof, And the kings Majeſty being informed, that 
the urging of the five articles of Pearth aſſembly hath 
bred diſtraion inthe church and eftare; hath been 


 Facioully pleaſed to _ the ſame-into his royall 


conſideration, 


(8) 
 eonlideration, and forthe quict and; peace-of this 
countrey; hath not only diſpenſed with the praQtife of 
the ſaids articles, but alſo diſcharged all and whatſo- 
ever perſons from urging the practiſe thereof, upon 
cither laick or ecclefiaſticall perſon whatſoever, and. 
bath freed all his ſubjects from all cenſure and pains, 
whethereccleſiaſticall or ſecular, for not urging, pra- 
Riſing, or obeying them,or any of them,notwithſtan- 
ding of any thing contained inthe acts of parliament, 
or generall aſſembly in the contrary. And his Maje- 
ty is further contented , that the aſſembly take the 
ſame ſo farre to their conſideration, as to repreſent. it 
to the next parliament, thereto be ratified as the. &- 
ſtates ſhall finde fitting, And becauſe it hath been 
pretended that oaths have been adminiſtrate different 
from that which is ſet downinthe acts of parliament 
his. Majeſty is pleaſed to declare by me; that ho othes 
oath ſhall be required of any miniſter at! bis entry;,nov 
that which is ſet down inthe atof parliament... And 
that it may appear how carefull his Majeſty, is that 
Chae ar per on, vie, 00 Fade hay 
church, neither yetany, ſcandall, vice,or. fault.of any 
perſon whatſoever, cenſurableor puniſhable by-the 
aſlembly,go along unpuniſhed,his Majeſty is content 
to declare by me, and aſſure all his good;people,that 
aſſemblies ſhall be kept ſo oft, and als oft. 4 
theaffairesof this church ſhall require.And thatnone 
of his good ſubjects may have cauſe of grievances 4- 
gainſt the proceedings of the prelates, his Majeſtys 
content that all and every one of the preſent; biſhops, 
and their ſucceſſors, ſhallbe anſwerable, and: —_ 
| y 


_ 
ingly from time to time cenſurable,according to their 
merits by the generall nr Andto giveall his 
Majeſties good people full aſſurance, that he never 
intended to admit any alteration or change in the true 
religion profeſt within this kingdome, and that they 
may bee trnely and fully ſatisfied of the reality of his 
mtentions and integrity of the ſame, this Majeſty hath 
been pleaſed: to require arid command all his good 
ſubjects to ſubſcribe the confeſſion of faith,and band 
for maintenance thereof, and of his Majeſtics perfon 
and authority, formerly figned by his dear father, i; 
430 I 580. and now alſo requireth all theſe of this 
reſent aflembly to ſubſcribe the ſame. And it is 
Majeſtics' will, that this be inſertand regiſtrate 
inthe books of aſſembly, asa teſtimony to poſterity, 
not only of the fincerity of his intentions to the faid 
true religion, but alſo of his reſolutions to maintain 
and defend the ſame, and his ſubjeRs in the profeſk- 
aan: : dye 


-1 "Which declaration was by our ſpeciall command 
and direQion gliyen in, and ſubſcribed by our Com- 
miſfioner,upon proteſtation made by him that his aſ- 
linkigcothe's iſtration hereof, d be no ap- 
probation ofthe e ofthisaſſembly,, nor of 
any of the atsor deeds done, or to be done therein. 
And finding them in like ſort no wayes to be ſatisfied 
' therewith, 8& that nothing clſe was able to givethem 
Contenement, except at theirown pleaſure they were 
permitted to overthrow all epiſcopallgovernment 
inthe church , and thereby to abrogate our publike 
lawes; ſtandingin rIFOR ſpace of many years 
(1299 2 by-gone, 


(10) 
-gone,, andtoalter the fundamentall government 
3 | - ' 

oro kingdome, in taking away one of the three 
eſtates.contrary to expreſle as of Parliament, And 
leſt the continuance of their meetings might have 
produced other the like dangerous aQts ſo deroga- 
rorie to royall authority, , we were forced far pre- 
vecning thereof, and for the- reaſons and caulcs a- 
bove-mentioned, and diyers-others. unporting true 
monarchicall government, to diſſolve and break up 
the ſaid pretended aflembly , and to diſcharge them 
of all farther meeting, -treating,and concluding any 
thing therein: And yetin-that-calme and-peaceable 
way, as our Commiſſioner before- his removing de- 
fired their pretended moderator forthatzime to have 
laid. prayer, and io cancluded that daics ſeſſion , that 
ſorhey might haye had time to think upon. the, juſt 
reaſons of his refuſing to aſſiſt, or be a, longer pie; 
{cntat the ſaid pretended aflembly, and pf the cauſes 
moving us to = diſſolving thereof: and, agtywithy 
ſtanding his carneſt urgingthe ſame, and being/ wil. 
lingto return the'next morningto hear theiranſwer 
inplace of all other ſatisfaction ro his ſo reaſouable 
and 1g ys 6: 2g], rage Wha 
PIQEENAUON, Or, an; - and! extrdaxchir ary Rxane, 
thercby. preſuming zo-cite and, call onrcouncell in 
. queſtion, for their dutifull affiſtance and; obedience 

me Canon ;And.ndingyhein dil 
© | S | Wi | Pp 
allcize Sm ot ligainthenert day thereafter 
by publike proclamation, under the-pain,of, treaſan- | 
Andalþcit thattheir contumacie js ſuch as hath 9 
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(r1) 
been heard of in formey times; yet they ſhall: never 
move usto'alterthe lead point. or article of thar wee 
have already declared by proc proclamation; ot'declaras 
tion under our Co toners hand : All which was 
oblickly read,, and by'our Commiſſioner: yequired 
roms inſerr andegiftrate inthe books of aſſembly, 
therein to'remainas a tcſtimony to poſterity, noti6n- , 
ly of the 'fincerity of our intentions tothe true religi: 
on; bur alſo of our tefolution to maintain and defend 
| thefame; ad our fubjettsiw the profeſfionthereof: 
And perceiving likewayes”that in contempt of our 
proclamariqn at Glaſgow the' 29. of Noyember, 
le 20 ſtill 'on to-conveen, meet ,-and ro'make 
all and urnvarrntable- acts, wehave' conceived 
tting/t0 forewthrtvall our good fubjedts of the 
ang! re y-may incurreby being inſnarcd by 
rudlalfull 4 procedures. ' And to this pur- 
do-nor-ofiely th obReddem from-all o- 
dience'to a ofob? pretended uts,, made, orto be 
rig the flid prerended affettbly; or comittees 
dire&ttherefrom, butdo atſo freethem from all pain 
und genvure which' ed ſaid precended rafſerbly ſhall 
ifti@yponrtient; or:2ny of rhe. | Aud thercfore 
dodiſthargeand- prodibit all our fubjecs,,thar they 
nornoneofithem acknowledge nor'give obedience 
toany pretended acts nor conftiturions mate or to 
retry dot the-ſak pretencedmncetings; ander all 
pains. *Andwe command; charge; and inhi- 
be al roar ormgy? Snarexhs Por miniſters 
S realme, thar none of them qgyeſumenoy 
mh hn bad yin rp aber 


abr fions 


_ (13) 
| fions and meetings, nor in their conferetices, ſer- 
mons; nor no other manner of way,'to anthoriſe, ap- 
prove, juſtifie, or allow the ſaid unlawfull meeting, 
or aſſembly at Glaſgow : neither -yet to make any 
a& thereupon, nor to do any other thing private or 
publike z which. may ſeeorto: countenance the-ſaid 
unlawfull aſſembly, under the pain to be , hol: 
denand eſteemed and purſued as guilty of their un. 
lawfull meeting, and to be puniſhed therefore with 
all rigour:- And ficlike wee command altand {t 

Noblrmen, Barons, Gentlemen, Magiſtrates, and 
other our lieges who: ſhall happen to be:preſent and 
hear any miniſters cither in publike or private. con« 
ferences and ſpeeches, or in their ſermons, to ap- 
prove and allow the ſaid unlawtull aſſembly, rail and 
utter any ſpeeches againſt our royallcommandments 
or proceedings of us, or our Councell, ' for puniſhing 
or ſupprefing ſuch enormities, - that /they. make rela. 
tion and report thereof to-our Councell, and furniſh 
probation, to the effe> the ſame may'be accordingly 
uniſhed, as they will anſwerto us thereupon : Certi. 


ing them who ſhall hear and conceal the ſaid 
ches, tharthey ſhall be cſtcemed as allowers of the 
ſame, and ſhall accordingly be taken order with, and 
puniſhed therefore without favour, Andto this effe& 
we likewaies ſtraitly charge and command all Judges 
whatſoever within this realme, Clerks and Writers, 
not to grantor paſſe any bill, ſummons, or letters, or 
any other execution whatſoever,uponany aR or deed 
pocp_n the ſaid pretended affembly;and all 

| s cr 


(14) 
under all higheſt pains: -And becauſe we gave order 
and warrantto our Commiſhoner to make open* de. 
claxation , not only of our ſenſe, bur even of the true 
meaning of the conteſhon of faith, i ano 1580. b 
whichit may clearly appear; that #5 we never intend- 
ed thereby to exclude epiſcopacie,ſobyAho right con- 
ſtruction can it be otherwayes interpreted;/as is thore 
nur evidentbythe reaſons contained in the faid decla- 
ration, and many more, which for brevity«(the thing 
in it ſelf being ſoclear) are omitted. Herefore we do 
not only prohibit and diſthargeAfl our ſubjects from 
ſubſcribing any band , or giving any writ, ſubſcrip- 
tion, or oath to, or upon any act, or deed. that pro- 
ceeds from the foreſaid pretended afſembly, but alſo 
doe require them not to ſubſcribe, nor ſwear the faid 
confeifon in no other ſenſe then that which is con- 
tained in the ſaid declaration, and manifeſtly emitted 
by our Commiſioner,under all higheſt paines. And 
that none-'of our good ſubje&s, who in their duty 
and bound obedience tous, ſhallrefufe ro acknow- 
ledge the ſaid pretended aſſembly, orany of the pre- 
tended as, conſtitutions , warrants; or directions 
proceeding therefrom, may have juſt ground of fear 
of danger or harm by doing thereof,, we doby theſe 
ie, and uponthe word of a King oblige our 
ſelves by allthe royall authority and power where- 
with God hath endowed us,” to proteQ and defend 
thern , and every one of them in their perſons, for- 
| tunes,and goods,againſt all and whatſoever perſon or 
perſons who ſhall dare or preſume to call in queſtion, 
' trouble, orany wayes mokeſt them, or any of them 
therefore. 


( © ; 

therefore... And our will is, and we ftrait- 

Iy: aq command, that incontinent t _—_ letters 
you paſſe,and make publication hereof by open 
mation at. the market croſle of Edinbur | 

ay other places mani , where through none pre- 

tend ignorance of the 

Gieen from our Court at W hitchall the eighth 


day of December, and of our Lane: the, fourteenth 
year, I 93 Ge Py OO 
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91 Hcreas fome have given out, that by 
wE3/71 the At of Conncell, which ex- 
I laineth the Confefion of Faich 
ately 'commanded to be ſworne 
by his Majefty , to be underſtood 
Sexes of theConfcthon of faith,as it was 
FTTH, '- thenprofeſſed and received,when 
itwas made,and that inthat Confeffion,defence both 
ofthe doQrine & diſcipline then eſtabliſhed is ſworn, 
at which time epiſcopall government being (as they 
ſay) aboliſhed , it muſt needs follow , tharthe fame 
government is by this late oathabjured. 

And underſtanding that even amongſt thoſe who 
continue together ſtill at Glaſgov7, under thename of 
igenerall Aſſembly, though but a pretended and un- 
hawfull one, this objection. is held to be of ſome mo- 
ment,and uſed by them tothe great diſturbance of the 
peace of this church and kingdome, and tothe great 
diſquieting of the mimdes of ſuch,his Majeſties good 
ſubjeRs as have taken the ſaid oath , and yernever 
meaned nor do mean to abjure epiſcopall govern- 
I ment; And to perſwade others, that if ttiey ſhall rake 
the ſame oath thus explained by the faid A tof Coun- 
cell, by ſo doing they muſt likewaies abjure the ſaid 
government : | 

We James Marqueſſe of Hamiltoun, his Majeſties 

gh Commiſſioner , wondring that any ſuch .{cru- 

tous miſconſtruion ſhould Be made of his Maje- 

ties gracious and pious intentions, and being deſirous 

toremoveall doubts from the minds of his Majcſtics 

good ſubjeRs', and to keep them from oy -< 
| | C 2 one 


” (5 420 
ſoned by ſuch as by forced and forged inferences 
would make them beleeve, thafthey had actually by 
taking that oath ſworn that which neither virtually 
nor verely they have ſworn, or ever intended to - 
ſwear , or was required by authority to be ſworn by 
them, either directly or indirely : Confidering that 
all oathes muſt be taken according tothe minde , in- 
tention,and commandement of.that authority, which 
exaceth the oath;and that we,by ſpeciall commande-. 
ment from his ſacred Maieſtie ,commanded the ſaid 
oath to be adminiſtred , we do hereby freely and in- 
gcnuouſly profeſle and declare our mind and mean- 
ing herein, as we have conſtantly heretofore done 
ſince our coming into this kingdome about this im- 
ployment; viJ, That by any ſuch words or aQof 
councell we never meaned or intended that epiſco- 
pall government ſhould be abiured, nor any thing 
elſe which was eſtabliſhed by aRs of parliament, or 
as of the church of this kingdome, which are now 
in force,and were ſo at the time of the taking of the 
faid oath. 

Nor indeed could we have any other intention or 
meaning, being clearly warranted and exprefly com- 
manded by his Maicſties inſtructions,to exact the ſaid 
oath, and take order that it ſhould be ſworn through- 
outthe kingdome in that faire and lawfull ſenſe , and 
none other. Neither in this point did wedeliver our 
own words, or his Maieſties minde ambiguouſly or 
doubtfully , ſo as any other ſenſe, toour thinking, 
could be | Sina or wrung out of cither the one or the 
other ; for we doatteſt the Lords of the Councell, 
whether we did notto many,or all of them upon {c- 
verall occaſions in conference with them ever fince 
our 


| (3) 
othem', that his Maicſtics reſolution-wasnotts fuf- 
fer epiſcopall governmentto be aboliſhed : We atteſt 
'all the Lords of Scflion, whether before our tende- 
ring of that oath to them , ortheir Lordſhips taking 
of it, we did not fully and freely declare to them,that 
his Maieſtics minde 1n commanding us to ſeethis oath 
taken , and our own minde in requiring them to take 
it, was onely to ſcttle and ſecure the religion and faith 

ofeſſed in this ou por ak was not tobeextend- 
edto the abiuring of epiſcopall government, oran 
other thing now in force by the laws of this church 
and ſtate.at the time of adminiſtring this oath, which 
their Lordſhips , being the reverend and learned 
Judges of the lawes,knew well could not be abiured; 
after which perſpicuous predeclaration of our minde, 
their Lordſhips undoubtedly in that fame fenſeand 
none other took the ſaid oath. 

And now,good Reader, having heard his Maieſties 
minde and intention , and in purſuance of them , the 
mind of his Maieſties highCommiſſioner cencerning 
this oath,though reaſons to repell the former objeti- 
on ſeem to be needleſle (the known minde ofthe ſu- 
| jorvie Magiſtrate who urgethan oath,being to beta- 

enforthe undoubted ſenſe of it)yet foraſmuchasthat 
obieion hath of late bin mainly urged for alienating 
the mindes of many of his Maieſties good ſubicRs, 
- and well affected to that government, from adhering 
unto it, be pleaſed to know, that the former obieQion 
hath neither ſhow nor force of reaſon init, and thar 
by the ſaid oath and that explanationſet downinthe 
a of counccll, eppeagal? porennnuy neither was 


nor poſſibly could be abyured,and that for many rea- 
| C 3 ſons, 
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ſans,buteſpetially theſe five , which we having ſeen 
md 2 proved, have cauſed to'be here inferred, and 
leaye them tothine impartiall conſideration.  - : . * 

Eirſt, God forbid it ſhould. be imagined that his 
Majeſty ſhould cortimand his ſubjects 'to take an oath 
which1n it elf is:abſolately 'unlawfull: Butfor a man 
to {wear againſt a thing which is eſtabliſhed by the 
laws of thechurch and kingdome in which he liveth 
(unlefle that thing be repugnant to the law of God) is 
abſolutely unlawfull, untill ſuch time as that king- 
 domeandchurch do firſt repeal theſe laws :: And 
therefore epiſcopall government not being repug- 
nant to the law of God,nay being conſonant untoir, 
as being of-apoſtolicall inſtitution (which ſhall be 
demonſtrated ifany man pleaſetoargue it )and ſtand- 
ing fully eſtabliſhed, both by aQts of parliament, and 
acts of generall aſſembly at thetime when this oath 
was adminiſtred ; to abjure it before:theſe atts be re. 
pealed, is abſolutely unlawtull, and againſt the word 
of God: and it is to.be hoped no man will conceive 
that his Majeſtie meaned to command a thing abſo. 
luely unlawtull. And if: ſhould be faid., as itis ſaid 
by ſome, (who.not being able to avoid the force of 
reaſon, doi bertake themſelves to pirifull ſhifts and 
evalions) that theſe acts of parliament and aflſembly 
eſtabliſhing epiſcopall/government, were unlawfully 
and unduely obtained':' certainly if they have any 


oa for-this ae Rake allertion , which is of a 
more dangerous conſequence then that it ought to- 
be endured in any well ferled church or common- 
wealth; theſe reaſons rnay be prefented lawfully. to 
theſe judieatoriesto entreat them to reduce the ſaids- 
acts , if there ſhall be ſtrength and validity found in 


them. 


- - 
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them: But to hold, that untill ſuch'timeastheſejudi. 
-catories ſhall repealthe faids1aws, they exctier ought 
to be, or can pofibly be abjured; is.a wicked poſition, 
and deftructive of the very foundation of juſtice both 
inchurch and:common-wealth.  - 3 53001 
Secondly , it cannot be/ imagined that this'oath 
Thould oblige the now takers of it farther then it did 
oblige therakers of it at firſt : for doctrine and points 
of fzith it did oblige them-then, and ſo doth.it us 
now, perperualty, becaule theſe points inthemieclves 
are perpetuall,immurable and erernall : Butfor points 
of diſcipline and government \, and policie of the 
Chaonch, that oath couldbinde the firſt takers of irno 
longer thers thar diſcipline and government-ſhoult 
ſtand inforceby the laws of this Chuxch and King- 
dome, which our Church in her poſitive confeffion 
offaith printed amongſt the acts of Patliament;artic. 
26.21. dedlareth to' be alterable-ar the will-obthe 
Church it ſelF;and ſo repealableby ffiececding/acts, if 
the-Chutch ſhall-ſee cauſe. When a king athus co- 
_ taketh an hers rule wow 49-5 a 
' his kingdome,or a judge at his admjflion ſwea 
to died fiwaracooridig to theſe lawsxhemean- 
ing of their oaths cannot be thar they ſhall rule or 
judge according to them longer then they continue 
to be laws Butif any of them ſhall cone afterwards - 
tbe lawfully repeated, both king and judge avetree 
from' ruling and judging according to ſuch of-rhem 
asare rhus lawfully repealed , norwihſtanding their 
Ipinalt-oath.Since therfore if the firſt'takers ofthat 
oalivere now alive ;they could not be faid tohave 
bjured epiſcopall government, which hath-beendihce 
«ſtabliſhed bythe Jawrs ofthis churchand kingdome, 


(6) | 
| conſidering that this clurchin her confeſ. 
fionholdethchurchgovernment to bealterableat the 
will of the church : certainly 'we repeating but their 
oath, cannot be ſaid to abiure that government” now, 
morethen they conld- be faid todoit if they were 
now alivearid bepeagng the fame oath. -- 
' Thirdly, how canit be thought that the very aR of 
hisMaicſties commanding this oath ſhould make epil- 
copall government to be abiured by it,more then the 
covenanters requiring it of their aflociats, in both co. 
venants the words and ſylables of the confeſfion of 
faith being the ſame? Now it is wel knownthat many 
were brought into ſubſcribe their covenant, by the 
ſolemnproteſtationsof the contrivers 8& urgers of it, 
that they might ſubſcribe ir withour abiuring of epil. 
copacie, andother ſuch things as were eſtabliſhed by 
law;ſince the time that this oath was firſt invented and 
made; and thethree Miniſters in their firſt anſwers to 
the AberdeneQuzres'have fully and clearly expreſ- 
ſed themſelves to that ſenſe, holding theſe things for _ 
the prefentnot to be abiured,but only referred tothe 
triall of a free geherall Aſſembly :. and likewaies the 
adherersto the laſt proteſtation againſt his Majeſties 
proclamation, bearing date the 9g. of September , in 
theirninth reaſon againſt the ſubſcriptionurged by his 
Maieſty,do plainly averre, that this oath urged by his 
Maicſty Joth obligethe takers of it, to maintain Perth 
articles, and to maintain epiſcopacy. Why therefore 
ſome men ſwearing the ſame words 8&ſyllables ſhould 
have their wordstakento another ſenſe,8 be thought 
2oabiure epiſcopall government , more then others 
who-have'taken the ſame oath in the ſame words, 
muſt needs paſſe the capacity of an ordinary under- 


ſtanding. t'g 


& FP 


LL & (7) 
4 Founbly,irj92receved maxim, and: it. cannot. be 
K 4 ibat oaths miniftyed WnLO Ws maſt either beve- 
fuſtd,or taken according tothe known mind, profeſ- 
. fed intcution,and expreſſe command of authority wg 
theſame.:- A.propofition, not onely received'in "al 
ſchools; bur 2 Eiely ſerdown by the adherers to 
the ſaid. proteſtation y47v verbs 1n the place above 
cited. But it is notoriouſly knownevenunto thoſe who 
« ſubſcribed the confeſſion of faith by his -Majelſties 
commandment,chat his Majeftie not only in his king- 
domes of England and Ireland , is a maintainer and 
upholderof ety ng government according to the 
nga the ſaid Churches and Kingdomes ; but that 
likewaies he isa defender , ant intended continue a 
| defenderoftheſamegovernmentin his kingdome of 
Scotland; both before the time,and at the time when 
heurged this oath;as iseyident by that whichis inmy 
Lord hispreface,both concertiing his 
Majeſties inſtrudions to his Grace ,- and his Graces 
expreſſing his Majefties mind, both to the Lords of 
Councell,and to the Lords of Seffion ; and the ſarhe 
likewaies-is plainly expreſſed and acknowledged by 
theadherersto the ſaid proteſtarioniti the placzaboye 
cited :their words being theſe; And it is moſt manifeſt 
that his M ajeſties mind jntention,and commandment, is 
#0 other but that the confeſrion be ſworn, for the ma-nte- 
mante of religion as iit #8 already or-preſemily profeſſed 
(theſe two being co-incident —_— one and the ſame, 
not pls an 08r common form of ſpeaking, bat in all his 
res proclamations) and thus 4s it includeth, and 
within the ompaſſe thereof, the e foreſaids 1 nb- 
Koerog and epiſcopacie ich wndey that name were al- 
ſer aifiedjmthe ne Ts holden by his wy | 
Fro 
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From whence it is plaine, that cpiſcopacie not being 
rakenaway or ſuſpended by any of his 'Majeſtics de- 
clarations,as theſe other things were which they call 
novations,. it muſt needs both indeed, and: in the 
way ry of the ſaid proteſters nowaicsbe intended 
by his Majeſtie to beabjured by the ſaid oath. ' Now 
both the 914jor and that part of the 9zimor which con, 
cerneth epiſcopall government in- the Church of 
Scotland, being cleerly acknowledged by the'prote. 
ſers,andthe other part of the -izor. concerni 
oovernment in hisothertwo kingdomes being noto- 
riouſly known, not only to them , but toall others 
who know-his Majeſty, how it can be imagined that 
his Majeſty by that oath ſhould command epilcopacy 
to be abjured,or how any one to whom his Majeſties 
mind concerning epiſcopall government was known, 
could honeſtly or ſafely abjure it, let it be left to the 
whole world to judge,cſpecially conſidering that the 
proteſters - Fe inthat place above cited, by /a 
dilemma, which we leave to themſelves to anſwer, 
haveavyerred, that when that a of councell ſhould 
come Out! ,-yet that it. could -not be inferred. from! 
thence that any ſuch thing-was/abjured. 1 

Fifthly and laftly,-if the explanation in that a& of 
cquncelt.be takenin.thatnot only rigid bur unreaſo-: 
nableandſenſlcfle ſenſe which they urge,yert they can 
never make it appear, that epiſcopall goyernment-at 
the firſt time of the adminiſtring of that oath was a- 
boliſhed : The very words of that confeſſion of taith, 
immediately after the beginning of it,being theſe, Ke+ 
ctived,beleeved, defended by many and ſundry notable 
kirks and Realms , but chiefly by the kirk of Scotland; 
the Kings Majeſtic and three Eſtates of this re 
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Gods eternal truth & only gr ound of our ſaluation,oyr. 
By which it is evident, that the ſubſcriptionto this 
confeſſion of faithis to beurgedinno other ſenſe then 
asitwas then belceved and received by theKingsMa- 
jeſtie,andthe three Eſtates of this realmeatthat time 
in being ; and it is well known, that at that time” Bi- 
ſhops, Abbots and Priors made up a third eſtate of 
; this realm, which gave approbation to this confefion 
of faith : and therefore it isnotto be conceived, that 
this third eſtate did-then 'abjure epiſcopacie',- or 
that epiſcopacie was at the firſt ſwearing of that con- 
feffion aboliſhed. But fay thatat that time it was abo- 
liſhed by ats of generall Aſſembly, yet was itnot ſo 
byany ac of Parliament,nay by many aQts of Parlia- 
ment1t wasin force, becauſe none of them was repeal. 
ed;ſomewhereofare annexed in the ſheet immediarly 
after theſe reaſons , which we pray the reader care- 
fully:ro peruſcand ponder:and'at the very time of the 

ing of this oath and after,biſhops, whoſe names are 
well known, were inbeing. Now itisto be hoped that 
in a Monarchy or any other well conſtituted. repub- 
lick;that damnable Jeſuiticall poſition ſhall never take 
place, T hat what is once enacted by a Monarch 8& his 
three eſtates inParliament,ſhall ever beheld repealed 
' orrepealable by any eccleſiaſticall nationall Synod. 

Byall which it isevident, that the explanation of 
that a of councell fo groundleſly urged, canindnce 
no man to imagine that by the confeſhonof faith late- 
ly fworn by his Majeſties commandment, epiſcopall 
47 299 ye then did, and yet doth ſtand eſta. 

ſhed by as of this Church and Kingdome;either 
was,or poſhbly.could be abjured. 


And having now(good Reader)heard his Majeſties 
d 2 minde. 


| (x0) 
minde in his inſtruRions to us, our mindein requiri 
atd thet 


in his Majcſties name this oath to be taken, 


few reaſons of many which do evidently evincethe 
inconſequence of that ſenſe which withourany ſhow 
of inference is put upon it by thoſe, who would goon 
inmaking men ſtill beleeve,that all which:they do or 
ſay is grounded uponauthority,thoughthey themſclys 
do well know the contrary ; we ſuppoſethatall they | 
who have taken this oath will reſt {atjsfied that they | 
havenot ab'ured epiſcopal government,and thatthey 
who ſhall take it, will take it in no otherſenſe. 
Which timely warning of ours, we are the more 
willing to give,becauſe we are given to underſtand, 


that even they who were wont to call the! takers of 


this oath (notwithſtanding of that explanation by a 
of councell ) perjured and damned perſons, and,ig 
their pulpits called the urging of it the depth of Sa» 
than,do.now mean to take itthemſelves, and urgeio» 
thers to take irin that ſenſe whichthey make men bez 
leeve (though wrongfully)that aQ of councell mitkes 
advantageous to their ends. | | 

But we doinhis Majeſtics name require that none 


j preſume to take the ſaid oath, unleſle they be requi- 


red ſo to do. by ſuch as ſhall have lawfull authority 
from his Majcſtie to adminiſter it unto them : being 
confident, that none either will or can take the ſaid 
oath orany other oath in any ſenſe, which may not 
conſiſt withepiſcopall government, having his Mas 
jeſties ſenſe, and (o the ſenſe of all lawfull authority 
fully explained to them. | 


HAMILTOU Ns 


_—_— —— _—— LAH ” —_ 
. 


TH Þ, + 4 35 £3 ns Oh 


-—F- 
- 


—_ 7} £& IU 23 <>. 


OR Hat cpilcopall juriſdiion was 
| Br 1n Lpieppaly of parliament, 
NS and no_wayes aboliſhedingr 
Cd ſuppreflediin the (year 3580, 
' nor at the, time of \icforma- 
) tion- of: religion within the 
TE rcalm of Scotland, doth evi- 
SY RBLD dcntly appeare by';the, a&ts 
; parliament after mentioned, |. -/* 
- Firſt by the parliament 1567. cap.2, whereby at 
the time of reformation the Popes authority. was a- 


= 


boliſhct], it is cnacted by the ſaid act, -That,uo biſdbp, 


mr other elate is this realy , uſe any. 1urifſattttion if 
- 42x by the biſhop of n. 20 A by 
the third act of the ſame parliament, whereby it is 
declared , That all atts not agreeing with Gods word, 
and comrary tothe confeſ ion of fatth approved by the 
eftates in that parliament $0 have yo effett nor ſtrength 
intime to come. Whetrcby it is. evident, that it was 
not the reformers intention to ſuppreſle epiſcopacic, 
but that biſhops ſhould not uſe any jurildiftion. b 

the biſhop of Rome his authority'; and ſeeing they 
didallow epiſcopacie to.continue in the church, that 


_ they did not efteeme the ſame coritrary to Gods 


word and confeſſion foreſaid:as appeares more clears 
ly by the ſixth a of the ſaid parliament , _ - 
ratine 


4s (12) K | 
ratified inthe parliament 1579.cap.68. whereby it is | 
deflant, Ther che winter of rhe bleſſed Evangel of 
Teſs Chriſt, whom God of his mercie hath now raiſed 
wp amongſt us , or hereafter ſhall raiſe, agreeing with 
them that now live in dottrine or adminiſtration of the 
ſacraments, andthe people of this realme that profeſſe 
Chriſt as he is now offered in his Evangel,and do com. 
| municatewith the holy ſacr aments, as in the reformed 
kirks of this realme they are pofleety adminiſtrate, 
{22 accor ding'to the toufeſsron of the faith, to he the oply 
true and holy kit k of Jeſus Chriſt-within this realme 
| without any exception by reafon of policy and dilci- 
pline , - declaring only {ſuch as either gain-ſay the 
word ofthe- Eyangel- according'to the heads of the 
l ſaid confeflion, or refuſe the participation of the 
holy ſacraments as they arenow miniſtrate, tobe no 
. members of the ſaid kirk ſo long as they keep them- 
ſelves ſo-divided from the ſociety of 'Chrifs body, 
Whereby it is manifeſt ,” that it was nor the ſaid re- 
| formers minde' to exclude any from that ſacicty by 
reaſon of diſcipline, and that they did not at that 
time innovate or change any thing inthat policy they 
found intheſiid kirk before the reformation. 
This islikewaics evident. by the oath to be mini- 
ſtredtothe king at hiscoronation, by thecighth aR 
of the ſaid parliament, wherby he is to ſwear t0 main- 
rain the truereligion of Jeſus Chriſt, the preaching of 
| his holy word, and due and right miniſtr ation of the ſa- 
if| craments now received and preached within this realm, 
| and ſhall aboliſh and gain-ſtand all falſe religion con- » 
trary tothe ſame ; without ſwearing to any innovation 
of policicand diſcipline of the kirk. 


Secondly, 


-* Secondly; itdoth 


apart 


quenta ads of par 
of this realrm' Erebbiſhops " was not qr 
allowed in the kirk, Barro had fi GRtion and all-- | 


thority to-povernthe fame. 

i bvthe 24/4 of the ſaid parliament 
all civill hoikeares granted by ar ſro wa rv ons 
Seder totheſ} ſpiritualleſt eſtate of thus realm ,are rati- 
fiedin all points after the form $6: tenor rheveof. And 
by the 35. at of the parliament 552; whereby all 
and whatſoever aQs and ſtatutes made of 'before 
our ſoveraigne' Lord and his predeceſſors atent the 
freedome and liberty f the rue kirk of Goa, are  Yatiff- 
ea and approved. 

''Bythe'46. atof the parliament 1572\ whereby 
itis declared, that Archbiſhops and biſhops havethe 
authority, and are ordained ro conveen and deprive 
allinferioucperſon 5 being miniſters;who ſhalnotſyb- 
ſcribe the articles of religion;and givetheir oathifor 
acknowledging and recognoſcing of out ſoveraighe 
Lord and his authority, & bring ateſtimoniall in wri- 
ting thereupon within a moneth aftertheir admiſſion. 

|By the 48:a@oftheſamepatliamentwheteby jtis 
declared,that meg ang biſhops have authority 
attheir viſitationsto defigne miniſters plcibes: 

'By the 54- act of the ſaid parliament, whereby 
archbiſhops and / biſhops- are authorized” to--no- 
minate 'and appoint at" their viſkeatibwy in 
every parochin for makin ng and ſetting of the tax- 
ation , for upholding and repairing of kirks and 
kirk-yards), and to)'conveene;! try, 'and cenſure 


all-perſons 'that” hall: be found to have applicd 


to- 
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archbl and are authorized to 


| perſons married,in caſe of deſertian,toadhere,and-in © 
' _. enſcofidiſobodictoandretibages 1orhe infterof 
the parechin 7, proved ts the ſentence of exCommunis 
Cation, | 

6 |: Bythesz. a@ of the dawn 1578. whereby 

biſhaps,8 where nobiſhopparoprovided,the Com. 

miſſionerof dibceſſes;have kuthority to try the rencs 
of .hoſpitals,and call for the foundarions thereof. 

7. By - 69:3 of the parliament 1579. whereby 
the Priſciction of the Lirk is declared«to'ſixnd in 
preac ching the word af \Jeſma Chtigorr ettion of man. 
ners, and adminiſtration of the holy (acr aments ; and 

yet no other authority nor office- bearer allowed and 
appoint by a of parliament,noris allowed by the 
er aGs;;/but archbitbops/and biliop: intedetth 
continue in their authority, as ts tlear b y' tlieſe ads 
4 following. 
on—_ they L,a® ofthe Re ANI 
F: yrs from, tree ordained, 


cot twenty after their return, Fo 
bor m0 whe hap, f GE, commiſ:cioner of the 
kirks wher -aritive -and refade, and there offcr to 


make and give. a:confefſion-of their: faith, or then 

withig! fourtie:daies'to remove themſelves forth: of 

the realme. 

So By the 99. a&t of the arliament x58 r, whercvy 
the forchaids aQts are! and approved. 

.}'Bythez30.2@ of = parliambnt 1:58 44 whereby 


Þ tis ordaioedghetnone of his Maicſtes lieges 
TT |» vpn oye upon hand toi £08; 
| ou econ at the deecfioes; ; 
| m 


ricof man, hath been-continyed,or ta ſcek or procure the 
innovation or diminution of the. path 5/6 har 
of the ſame three eſtates , or any of them in time coming 
wander the pain of treaſon. | 
; By.the 131, ac of the ſameparliament., whereby 
 alindgments and. juriſdictions as well inſpiritualhas 
, temporall cauſes, in praRice and cuſtomeduring theſe 
twenty four years by-paſt not approved by his high- 
nefle and three cſtates.in parliament, are diſcharged : 
id whereby itis. defended, That none of his highneſſe 
wietts of whatſoever qualitie,eſtate, or funition they be 
of, ſpiritual or temporal preſume ,or takenpon hand.to 
COPUVOEAFe, CONE, ON afemble themſelves together far 
tolding of councels, conventions, or aſſemblies, 19 treat 
conſult, or determinate in any matter of eſtate,sjvjllor 
, Eleſiaſticall (except in the or dinary indgements) with- 
 ethjs Maieſties ſpeciall, commandement, or expreſſe li- 
ance ad and divine that effette., en 
Bythe 1.32. aRot-the ſaid parliament, authorizing 
bilhops to-try and iudge miniſters guilty of crimes 
merigng deprivation, Of in 
By the 133. a of the ſame-parlkiament., ordain- 
ing Minifters cxercing any. office beſide . their, cal- 
lngto be 'tried and adiudged culpable by. :hezr. or- 
diaries, rn 
\\\-Bycbe 23. a&tof the. parliament x5 87. whereby 
al acts made by his highneſſe, or his moſt noble pro; 
ba - Cc 


gcntors 


C the dig- 
"me, whereby the honour and authority ks, | 
Maicſtics ſupreme coun of parliament,paſt all memo- 


-\Byvhe v2 t:a@t ofthe parliament x59 


. Thus our ſourer igne Lord and his highneſſe eftates in } 
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parliament, having ſpectall confideration of the great 
| ns graned by hi biekeeſ 
Pdeveſfers v6 the bvly kirk wahinths realme, and to 
the ſfpreiall: per ſons exer cine the offices, titles, and dig. 
nities of the prelates within the ſame : Which perſons 
hoveeuer repreſented. one of the eſtates of this realm in 
all conventions of the ſaids eſtates ; and that the ſaid 
priviledees and freedomes have been from time to time 
rexewed and wed in the ſame imegritie wherein 
theywere at any time before, Yo that his CMaieſtie ac- 


kwowledging the ſame to be fallen now under his Ma- 
ni emf ftechars der , therefore his Maieſty 


with confent of the eſtates declares , that the kirk wit 
this redline , wherein the true religion is profeſſed, is the 
we and:-holy kipk : And that ſach minifters as bis Mu> 
iofbie at any rirve ſhall gry” pr provide to the office, 
place, title, and dignitie of a biſhop, &c. ſhall have vote © 
7 parliament , fioklike and als freely as any other 
eccleſiaſtical prelate had #4 any time by-gone. And al- 
{5 dechires, that all biſhopricks vaicking, ot that ſhall 
vaick, ſhall be only diſponed to actuall preachers and 
miniſters in the kirk,or ſuch as ſhall take upon them to 
exercethe ſaid funRion. 

By the ſeeond aR ofthe parliament 1 606. whereby 
the ancient and fundamental policie , conſiſting inthe 
maintenance of the three eſtates of parliament , being of 
late greath impaired and almoſt [ubverttd, eſpecial 


ubvliſhing of the eft ate of biſhops by po 


1" beine 427.4 


bie, ner. hiz fee poles 4 


_ 


ANC prwvgaton getvices 


4 the ſame was in the reformed kirk of . and. == 


at any time before the att of annexation ; 
| wy por; Soup atts 0 pots ag —— preindice 

the [aids s in the premiſſes, or them, with 
all ue hath followed. d ov my follow , tothe 
effett they may avadh emtoy the honours , dignities, 
priviledges,and prerogatives competent to them or their 
eſtate ſince the reformation of religion, 

By the 6. at of the 20. parliament , declari 
arc gy and biſhops are redimegr ate to their 


that 


authority, dignity , prerogative , NS ioMed es and inri[- 
ditions lawfully pertaining and ſhall be knows to per- 
tain tothem,e7c. 


the 1. aRof the parliament 1617. ordaining 
archb iſhops and biſhops to be elected by their Chap- 

ters, and noother wayes, and conſecrate by the rites 
_ order accuſtomed. 
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In, 


